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When we hear the name Julian Assange, it is a name that today just almost everyone has already 
heard. This name also triggers unusually strong emotions. 

However, the reactions on the Assange case should not depend on personal sympathy or 
antipathy towards his person. Rather, in my opinion, it calls for a clear personal positioning on one 
of our most fundamental rights, which has been gained with the lives of many people for our 
generation: the right to truth, the right to free expression in a free democratic world. It is 
astonishing that today in the sector which is actually based on this right, professional journalism, 
there is so little objective reporting on Assange, indeed so little outrage at this case. But these 
rights of freedom are, on the other hand, just as much the basis for all artists and cultural workers 
in our society. Let us only remember dark times when, in addition to the media, writers and artists 
could simply be called "erartet" (German for "degenerated"), banned and persecuted if they did 
not speak to the mouth of the totalitarian regime, e.g. in Hitler's Germany. Today these 
tendencies have become much more subtle and opaque, and on the surface our entire Western 
world adorns itself with democratic values. The United States of America, whose founding fathers 
had fought hard to develop the values of democracy, is today prosecuting a journalist who 
brought national war crimes to light, threatening him with charges of life imprisonment or even 
death penalty. So the example of Assange clearly shows us how shaky our democracy is today. 
But, as history has also shown, fundamental rights depend not only on courts, authorities and 
governments, but also on the people who consider them vital and who stand up for them. 

Is the fact that the investigative journalist Assange has now been persecuted and psychologically 
tortured for almost 10 years (see report of UN Special Envoy Nils Melzer, (2)), his personal 
resistence for our right to truth and knowledge, really of so little importance to us? Do free media 
and the right to objective information really mean so little to us? Would you rather they be 
silenced forever? The danger sure does exist, if one takes seriously the statement of former CIA 
director Leon Panetta that the USA wants to create a precedent with Assange (1,5), in which a 
controversial "Espionage Act" from 1917 serves as a legal basis, and to set an example by 

View on a prison



condemning him. An example of how one will be treated when daring to investigate the crimes of 
one of the most powerful nations in the world. 

The investigation of true facts, and thus the revelation of deliberately constructed lies and 
manipulations, must be respected as the basis of a free society. Everyone knows that manipulation 
- especially when it affects whole masses of the population - not only has a paralysing effect, but 
can also transport all kinds of emotions that alienate us from ourselves. The value of truth can 
therefore also be experienced as liberating and healing. 

Who is Julian Assange? And what is WikiLeaks? 

The tall blond man with the boyish face has become a media icon today. On the one hand, he has 
been portrayed in the media as a prophetic figure with messianic airs and graces, on the other as 
a hacker and terrorist, an anarchist, narcissist and rapist. But who is he really? 

Julian Paul Assange was born on 3 July 1971 in Townsville (Queensland), Australia. He is a 
journalist, programmer, publicist and political activist. From 2003-2006 he studied physics and 
mathematics, as well as philosophy and neuroscience at the University of Melbourne. In 2006, he 
co-founded Wikileaks, an 
investigative platform on the 
Internet that published material 
on US war crimes in Iraq, data 
leaks from NSA (National Security 
Agency) surveillance of European 
leaders such as François Hollande 
(8), and email leaks from Hillary 
Clinton during the 2016 US 
election campaign. Assange cites 
as a principle for the creation of 
Wikileaks the intention to give 
power back to the people through 
knowledge of the truth and to counteract the 
oppression through lies and misinformation by the powerful (9): 

 “WikiLeaks is a giant library of the world's most persecuted documents. We give asylum to these 
documents, we analyze them, we promote them and we obtain more.” 
“This great library built from the courage and sweat of many has had a five-year confrontation 
with a powerpower without losing a single “book”. At the same time, these “books” have 
educated many, and in some cases, in a literal sense, let the innocent go free.” - Julian Assange 

The innovation of this platform is that it provides a way for individuals to anonymously upload 
disclosure reports that are then made available to the world public. Whistlerblowers like Edward 
Snowden or Chelsea Manning have used WikiLeaks to publish, for example, the scandalising 
footage of a US mission in the Iraq war ("collateral murder", 2009), which documents the targeted 
and cold-blooded shooting of civilians - similar to a computer game. Important international 
media such as the "New York Times", the British "Guardian", the French daily newspaper "Le 
Monde", as well as the German "Spiegel" and others, coorperated on this issue with Wikileaks. 
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„Ich glaube dass Wikileaks und Julian Assange einen Präzedenzfall in der Geschichte der 
Menschheit geschaffen haben. Und selbst wenn Julian Assange den Rest seines Lebens im 
Gefängnis verbringen muss, hat er dennoch die Menschheitsgeschichte geprägt.“  
- Fidel Narváez, Ex-Konsul von Ecuador in London (8) 

The Assange case 

Here is a brief outline of the prosecution of Julian Assange by international judicial authorities. For 
more details, please refer to material in the bibliography of this article. 

In 2009, WikiLeaks is becoming increasingly known in public with the revelations about US war 
crimes in Iraq. Major media such as the New York Times work with the platform for front page 
reports. This entails that the revelation platform is also beginning to be targeted by the CIA. From 
2010, Julian Assange officially and publicly appears as the director and main responsible for 
Wikileaks (3). Due to the increasing danger of persecution he is looking for a better location for 
his internet platform in Sweden. He makes contacts there, gives lectures. Shortly afterwards, an 
arrest warrant is issued against him for allegedly sexually harassing two women in Sweden. 
However, the prosecution is never pursued, Assange or the witnesses are never being heard. 
Assange accepts the questioning without reservation, but wants Sweden's assurance that he won't 
be extradited to the USA on the basis of an indictment of Wikileaks. Although this should be self-
evident for an Australian, Sweden cannot assure him of this (8). Now in London for professional 
reasons, he learns of an arrest warrant against him by the British police - allegedly on behalf of 
Sweden. He suspects that the United States is behind the arrest. 

Julian Assange is seeking asylum at the Ecuadorian Embassy in London, where he will spend 
almost seven years of his life. Here, as he later learns, the CIA will spy, secretly film and bugg him 
through a Spanish security company: his private life, meetings with his lawyers and visits of his 
doctors and psychologists - everything is being investigated by the American secret service. On 
the other hand, for Assange, one single step outside the embassy door might entail arrest by the 
British authorities with possible extradition to the USA, where he will be facing a show trial, a long 
prison sentence or even the death penalty (8). Thus, the asylum becomes imprisonment. (5) 

After a change of power in Ecuador and a subsequent withdrawal of his Ecuadorian asylum status, 
Julian Assange is forcibly removed from the embassy in April 2019 and is remanded in the London 
high security prison "Bellmarsh". In Great Britain, detention in these cases is actually set at a 
maximum of 5 months - justified by the danger that Assange might evade interrogation. However, 
he is until this day being detained in solitary confinement there, completely shielded from the 
outside world, under the same conditions as the most serious terrorists are imprisoned. After 
almost 10 years of persecution, his health is extremely reduced. His lawyers, family and friends 
fear that he will not survive this for much longer and that there is an acute danger that he will take 
his own life. (5) 

In 2019, the UN commissioner for torture will intervene in the case 

Nils Melzer, a Swiss professor of law and UN commissioner for torture will be contacted by 
Assange's lawyers in December 2018 with the request to take up the case of their client for 
suspicion of torture. Dissuaded by Assange's mediatization and the underlying reservations about 



his person, Melzer initially refuses. Finally, he decides to visit the London Embassy of Ecuador in 
April 2019 and submits an application to the authorities. However, the visit was to take place later 
- after Assange had been arrested and forcibly removed from the embassy to Bellmarsh prison. Mr 
Melzer subsequently sees a link between his request and the action of the British authorities. (6) 

After a meticulous study of the extensive file and his visit, Nils Melzer concludes that Julian 
Assange is "a political prisoner" whose behaviour shows clear signs of psychological torture, 
"white torture" (2). He sees the US persecution as a targeted method of breaking Assange as a 
human being and drawing him in such a way that he slowly perishes before the eyes of the world, 
even without an actual death penalty. The message to the people is clear to him: Assange should 
serve an example of what happens to someone who takes on one of the most powerful states in 
the world. (6) 

„It is clear that there is a political motivation to prevent him from being professionally active and 
that the US and UK governments want to make an example of him, saying to the entire world: ’if 
you do what Julian Assange did we will stop you and we will silence you and we will destroy your 
entire life and that of your family'. I think most states will be happy if nobody tries to imitate Julian 
Assange.“ (6) 

From the slanderous campaigns of the media that once collaborated with WikiLeaks and 
benefited from Assange's work, to the 18 baseless charges by the US authorities on the basis of 
an antiquarian and highly controversial anti-spy law from 1917, the shadowing of Julian Assange's 
entire private life in the Ecuadorian embassy - in short, his entire tale of woe, render a clear 
picture to Melzer: 

„Just look at the headlines during his time at the Ecuadorian embassy: Assange was alleged to be 
skateboarding through the embassy, playing football, mistreating his cat and smearing faeces on 
the wall. This was the kind of narrative spread by the media, and so that’s what our informed and 
cosmopolitan public fervently discussed. But the Assange case has never been about Julian 
Assange. It’s about the elephant in the room which everyone seems to ignore: the official 
misconduct of states that Assange has exposed. In 2010, at the time of the disclosures, everyone 
was shocked about the war crimes, the torture, the corruption, and the entire world’s public 
started talking about it. This made the concerned states very nervous. So it was no coincidence 
that, within a few weeks, the Swedish authorities deliberately leaked a headline to the tabloid 
press: Julian Assange suspected of double rape. Immediately, the entire world’s public obediently 
lost interest in discussing the crimes of the powerful, changed their focus and started debating 
Julian Assange’s character and personality: is he a rapist, a narcissist, a hacker, a spy? 

As an average reader of the press, you think you are making full use of your freedom of 
expression and opinion when freely discussing media headlines, but you don’t realize that those 
discussion topics have already been pre-selected for you, and that they only reflect a “sanitized” 
fraction of what is really going on. If the media only offer headlines asking whether Julian Assange 
is a good guy or a bad guy, then we’re not discussing the war crimes anymore. 

And the charges in the US as so obviously arbitrary and in direct violation of the fundamental 
freedom of opinions and expression that their political nature simply cannot be ignored. So, yes, 
in my opinion Julian Assange is a political prisoner.“ 



Melzer is well aware that he may get himself into trouble with the clarity and uncompromising 
nature of his lighting of the Assange case: 

„(…) I am under no illusions that my UN career is probably over. Having openly confronted two 
P5-States (UN security council members) the way I have, I am very unlikely to be approved by 
them for another high-level position. I have been told, that my uncompromising engagement in 
this case comes at a political price. But then, remaining silent also comes at a price. And I've 
decided that I'd rather pay the price for speaking out, than the price for remaining silent.“ (6) 
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